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Dining for Dollar$ 2024-2025 — Part 2

by Robie Evans, Member of Dining for Dollar$ (D48) Team
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It’s time to start bidding for Dining for Dollars 2024-2025,
Part 2! Bidding begins on Sunday, November 17th and
continues through Sunday, December 1st. Bidding is done
online and well have trained volunteers to help you
register and bid in Bard Hall after each worship service.
Here’s just a sample of the Dining for Dollar$ events being
hosted this winter and spring!

+  Staff Show Tunes Singalong and Spaghetti Supper

and Sundae Bar

+  Wine Tasting; Dog Sitting; Karaoke Dinner

+  Tour the UCSD Campus’ Stuart Collection

+  An Evening Connecting Mind, Body, and Spirit

+  Nancy Fisk and Friends Go to Iceland

+  Mardi Gras Shrimp Gumbo Singalong

«  3-Bridge Over/Under Hike; Salmon and Salads

+ Are We Alone? The Search for Life in the

Universe
+  An Old-Fashioned Tree Trimming
+ Hojalata

Mexican  Folk  Art  Workshop
Over the past years, we've
raised as much as $55,000
towards our congregation’s
annual general operating
budget. But that’s not the
best part! The social and
community building aspects
b of the events hosted by First
| UU Members and Friends
far outweigh the fact that it’s
a major fundraising auction.
It gives us a chance to work
with others to dream up,
organize, and co-host events; meet new people; deepen
existing relationships; do things we've never done before;
and find ways to ensure everyone can participate on some
level, regardless of family or financial issues. You won't
want to miss bidding on a fun time with the great people in
our First UU community.

If you're a past bidder, you should be already registered in
the online bidding system. If youre a new D4$ bidder,
you'll need to register. Here are the instructions for both:

« If youve participated in the past, you'll receive an
email invitation soon at the email address we have
on file from last year (check your spam or junk
email and move it to your inbox)

S 188 = - BN i88jpg ® o EES IS S = e (88 W = m |

o Click the link in the email to complete
your registration and set your password

o Click on ‘Click here to confirm your email
and complete your online registration’

o Create a password

e If you didnt receive an email invitation, check with
the D4$ table in Bard Hall after Sunday service,
and make sure we have the correct email address
on your account.

e You can also register online through the link on our
website under the Giving tab, click on Dining for
Dollar$ or stop by the D4$ table for assistance.

o If none of these options work, please email Dave
Hunt or Robie Evans for assistance.

Once you're registered you can preview the catalog online
to get ideas of what you want to bid on!

On November 17, November 24, and December 1, staff at
the D4$ patio table will be available after each service to
assist you with previewing the catalog online, bidding,
and/or  completing a  proxy bidding  sheet.

Online bidding starts 9 am, November 17th. Bidding will
run until 12 midnight, December 1st. You'll be notified via
email if you're outbid, or if you win one or more items. For
best chances of winning your items, use the ‘Buy It Now’
feature. Once bidding is completed you can pay for your
items online or arrange manual payments with Robie
Evans.

Note: Because the online system doesn’t allow multi-tiered
pricing, family discounts will be applied on the back end.
Those who bid on Family Prices events, please do not pay
invoices online until you get an adjusted invoice.

Bid early and bid often. Just be sure you and your family
don’t miss out on the fun!
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Renewing our Covenant NovemberWorship

by Rev. Justine Sullivan, Developmental Lead Minister . S
Hillcrest Worship Time:

Sundays, 10 am, Meeting House,
Hillcrest Patio & Livestream Worship

end of October. [ find myself South Bay Worship Time:
sometimes having to look at my Sundays, 10 am, Suite 104

calendar to know what month it is 0 . .
| because my body still expects it to be November’s Worship Theme:

" cooler at this time of year than it is "The Practice of Repair"

here in San Diego. Throughout the month of November,
One thing that does signal Autumn we're exploring the spiritual theme of
here at First UU San Diego is the repair. What in your life needs repair?
annual pledge drive! I will discuss this What in our collective lives is calling out
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pi Being from New England, I can’t
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more in the pledge drive article, with to be mended? It could be a relationship

| this year's slogan, “Give For Joy!" with another person, or our relationship

The other thing I'd love for us to take up this Fall is the renewal of our with our own bodies. A beloved object,
congregational covenant. Rev. Kristen and I have both preached about or something larger, like our democracy.
repentance and repair over this past month—all a part of what it means How can we be with the brokenness?
to live in covenant. Sometimes we disagree and need to find a way to What is our role in repair? Join as we

move forward. Sometimes we cause harm and need to find a way to
repair that harm. Our covenant reminds us of the promises we make to
one another to stay in relationship, even when it feels hard. This is how
we grow the beloved community.

explore and learn together.

Please join me in one or more of the following gatherings to review and
refresh our covenant. Your Right Relationship Team and I will be
reviewing the feedback we receive from you and will create a final draft
of the covenant for the congregation to consider and vote on at the
Mid-Year Congregational Meeting to be held in January.

Please plan to attend one or more of the following gatherings:

+  Thursday, November 14
6 pm - 7:15 pm, Online

+  Thursday, November 21
6 pm - 7:15 pm, Online

+  Sunday, December 8
11:30 am - 12:45 pm, after worship in Bard Hall

Lastly, in October, we had to say a premature farewell to our intern In faith and with deep appreciation,
minister, Swamini Adityananda Saraswati. Swamini came to us last

September with a plan to stay for two years to complete her internship as ?W

part of the Master of Divinity program offered by Meadville Lombard
Theological School. Unfortunately, Swamini’s back and neck problems
have worsened, and she will need surgery followed by a lengthy
recovery. It makes sense for her to return home to her family and Developmental Lead Minister

support network and to resume her studies in the Chicago area when she First Unitarian Universalist of San Diego
is able. We send Swamini home with our love and gratitude, along with

our best wishes for her future endeavors.

Rev. Justine Sullivan
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by Tony Bianca, Director of Lifespan Faith Formation
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Most of you will be
reading this in the
days surrounding the
g November election.
It's hard to say what
will be relevant by the
time you read this, but
for me, when faced
with a challenge, a
Broadway musical
always comes to the
rescue.

Sondheim’s “Into the
Woods,” with its lyrics
and themes, has felt
appropriate to so many different situations
throughout my life, including the one we're in now.
There are three possible scenarios that might be
true on November 6th: either one or the other
candidate is clearly elected president, or the race is
too close to call and well have a period of
uncertainty. Regardless of what happens, however,
the days and weeks that follow are not going to feel
like a resolution, and there’s likely to be ongoing
tension and discord.

“Into the Woods” helps me put things into
perspective. The show is about several different
fairy tale characters and Act I ends with all of their

of the story. I'm not suggesting we ignore reality or
our feelings and concerns, but we should remember
we never know what the future will bring. That
feeling of impending doom might be the catalyst
that awakens a passionate desire to create the
Beloved Community we aspire to. Conversely, if we
feel relieved or elated that “our side won,” that
doesn’t mean that the story is over either. There will
always be more work to do. As another musical
reminds us, “Winning is easy. Governing is harder.”

As a person charged with caring for our children
and youth, I think of another song, “Children Will
Listen.” “Careful the things you say,” the song
warns, “children will listen.” Even those too young
to understand what’s going on most definitely pick
up on our words, our emotions, and the energy in
the room.

[ came of age in the era of Reagan and the AIDS
crisis. The adults had every reason to be concerned
about the world, but the message my young mind
internalized, from the way they expressed those
concerns was, “If you're gay, you're going to get very
sick and die.” As we do the necessary work of
expressing our own fears and concerns, let’s do so in
a way that honors the multigenerational nature of
our community. May we process what we need to
as adults but do so in a way that keeps the flame of
our chalice alive for the next generation.

stories  wrapping  up ) in thg : trafiitional, Finally, I want to leave you with the message of the
happily-ever-after way we'e all familiar with. But penultimate song, “No One Is Alone.” If things are
Act II is all about what happens after ’

happily-ever-after. The characters quickly realize
what seemed like an ending is nothing of the sort.

I'm struck by how the characters in “Into the
Woods” respond once they realize happily ever after
is neither happy nor ever after. As the giant’s wife
comes down the beanstalk to wreak havoc and
demand justice for Jack’s theft and the murder of her
husband, the characters sing “Your Fault,” where the
characters assign blame rather than try to decide the
best way forward (Best lyric, when the Witch sings,
“It’s your father’s fault that the curse got placed and
the place got cursed in the first place!”).

It's healthy to remember that whatever joy or dread

3 . . . b) i)
were experiencing sn't permanent—lt s not the end
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feeling scary, uncertain, or impossible to process,
remember we're here for each other. “Hard to see
the light now? Just don't let it go! Things can come
off right now! We can make it so! Someone’s on
your side. No one is alone!”

No matter what happens, I hope we find a way
forward centered in love and to a world that
embodies the values we cherish.
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Liora Naor, Our New Office Afl[nhﬁsﬁzitor

by Nancy Fisk, First Words Editor
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When she found our listing on Indeed, Liora = Through her experiences, Liora learned that
Naor, our new Office Administrator, was  opera stage management demands long hours
impressed to see that the job description aligned  and a six-day work week, leading her to seek a
with most of her unique skill set. She has  more balanced lifestyle. At First UU, she has
experience as a social media manager, opera  found a supportive environment that truly
stage manager, video editor, and graphic  values her talents. Her primary focus right now
designer, and she previously worked as the is on enhancing our publications—The
Office Manager at the San Diego Opera Scenic =~ Window, First Words, the Order of Service,
Studio. During her interview, she was excited to  and service slides—along with assisting in the
discover that a majority of the staff were  tech booth during Sunday service. Since starting
musicians like herself! _ her work with First UU, she has
updated the look of The Window
and is planning to give First Words
a fresh design soon.

A native of San Diego County,?
Liora attended Poway High School
in North County before pursuing
an Associate Of Arts in Music
Studies at Mesa College. She later
earned her BA in  Voice
Performance from SDSU, aspiring
to work in opera  stage
management. Graduating in 2019,
just before the pandemic, she lost
her bartending job due to the
shutdown.

Liora was not very familiar with
Unitarian Universalism when she
took the job, but she has enjoyed
what she’s learned so far. She
appreciates the inclusivity and
acceptance, the emphasis on social
justice, and the belief that people
should strive for improvement.

: Outside of work, Liora's family
During the pandemic, Liora volunteered  remains close—her mother and stepfather, who
remotely for a children’s music nonprofit in  were born in Romania, live in San Diego, while
Gilroy, managing their social media and  her sister is in Burbank. She enjoys pressing
assisting with online concerts and summer  flowers to create resin jewelry, wire-wrapping,
camp. She also edited videos for a YouTuber.  and has a passion for watercolor painting and
Once pandemic restrictions lifted, she continued  other crafts, including miniatures and dioramas.
her volunteer work and video editing while A fan of science fiction, Dungeons and Dragons,
returning to San Diego State to stage manage  and video gaming, she shares her home with her
their ~annual opera. Additionally, she  two cats, who are adjusting to her partner's
stage-managed for Opera Neo's summer  Corgi after their recent move together.
program and SeaWorld San Diego's
Howl-O-Scream event. From 2022 through
2024, she worked part-time as the office
manager at the San Diego Opera Scenic Studio,
where sets and props are created for the San
Diego Opera, other opera companies, the San ~ Welcome to First UU, Liora!
Diego Zoo and Safari Park, Comic-Con, and

other events.
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Liora feels grateful to have been welcomed into
the UU family and is looking forward to
continuing her work here, learning more, and
growing in her role.
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We Need You! (To Talk to the First UU Board)

by Valerie Jaques, Board President
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My husband, Michael Goulet, and I hosted our
annual Dining 4 Dollars (D4$) Chalice Ranch
Barbecue event in September. We've been putting
on this event almost every year since D4$ first
started and have treasured the work and reward of
it. Every year we end the night tired and fulfilled.
This year was not unlike those that have gone
before—ending with the group gathered around
the redneck fire pit (an old metal wheelbarrow, set
on the ground and lined with bricks) roasting
marshmallows and enjoying the last dregs of
daylight as the nearly full moon rose over the
valley.

"As Board President for 2024-2025, it
feels like the beginning of an exciting
and challenging church year."

This vyear, the event felt very much like a
demarcation. The summer is all but gone. The days
are getting noticeably shorter. The horses are
putting on their winter coats. When the sun sinks
to the west, the temperature drops quickly. It feels
like an end to the feeling of timeless days and
endless warmth.

As Board President for 2024-2025, it feels like the
beginning of an exciting and challenging church
year. The biggest thing on our horizon this year is
Our Sustainable Future. Reverend Justine, Robie,
and the Our Sustainable Future Committee have
been hard at work gathering all the information
we'll need to make an informed decision about how
to move forward. Our buildings are aging and
require maintenance. We know sometime in the
not-so-distant future we're liable to see less income
from our parking lot.

Your board spends time each month hearing about
and discussing the information that is being
gathered. We read regular reports about Robie’s
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part of this work and hear about Justine’s work
with the Our Sustainable Future Committee.

This is where you come in. We need to hear from
you!

So, what can you do?

1.) Read the board packet! It’s full of information
about all the neat things going on at First UU, from
the RE program to the music program. It’s a big
congregation. None of us knows everything that’s
going on within it. Every month when I read the
ministers’ and staff reports I read about something
I had no idea was even a thing! I'm sure you will,
too. The board packet is posted on the church
website the Friday before the board meeting and
can be accessed by logging on to the member’s
section and clicking on “board area” in the dialog
box. (You will also find packets from previous
meetings there.)

2.) Attend board meetings. Even if you have
nothing in particular to say, we love to see you and
know you're participating. I like to say it’s the most
fun you'll ever have watching paint dry.

3.) Drop us a line! Like what were doing? Don't
like what we're doing? Have an idea? We want to
hear from you.

4.) There’s always Open Mic! At the beginning of
each board meeting, we allow time for you to
speak. For 3 minutes, you may speak to us on any
board-related topic you wish to bring to our
attention. We won'’t respond during the meeting,
but rather youll receive a response within a few
days. That response will be read into the meeting
minutes the following month.

5.) As ever, read The Window, the First UU
newsletter, and First Words, our online magazine.

[ hope to see you at the next board meeting!
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Yuung Adults at Flrst llll and Halloween 2 0

by Lara Anderson, Youth and Young Adult Coordinator
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Although nailing down a precise date when the
Halloween parties started at First UU is difficult due to
the fluid nature of oral tradition, these gatherings were
in full swing when RE Director Liz Jones joined the
congregation in 1983. At that time, Halloween parties
served as a fundraiser to support Trick or Treat for
UNICEF. In more recent years, the Youth Group ran a
Halloween Carnival as a fundraiser for the church.
Since the pandemic, the Young Adult group has taken
over hosting the First UU Halloween party. This year,
the party was held on the last Saturday before
Halloween, October 26th.

dozen young adults and I ¥

prepared for the Halloween 4

party by considering the i
various traditions, games, §
etc. Though the young adults %
honored the tradition of this §
gathering, they didn’t blnd-
themselves to  particular &
events. Instead, they worked
as a group to determine what
events would be realistic and B8&
fun based on their interests,
talents, and commitment
levels.

People who've attended Halloween parties in the past
may have noticed some changes to activities. For
example, a haunted house was not included due to the
risk of scaring youth beyond tolerable comfort. The
goal of the Halloween Party is to be an event for all
ages. Haunted houses require a lot of
resources—considerable money to get props and
costumes, as well as human effort and volume in setting
up and being scare actors in the haunted house. The
young adults thought it would be a better use of time
and funds to focus on events that everyone can enjoy.

People may have also missed some historical events,
such as a “wet sponge” booth where folks could throw
wet sponges at people, tarot readings, a cake walk, and
a fishing booth. The young adults carefully considered
each of these events in the context of time, effort, what
it contributed to the event, and how it tied into our
goals and values.

This year’s Halloween party featured a variety of
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carnival-style games, musical chairs, a costume contest,
face painting, pumpkin painting, an assortment of
crafts, and a quiet room. We enjoyed deciding on
various fun food items to prepare according to a spooky
and festive theme. Examples of food items we chose
included: a “charbooterie board,” “witch brooms,” and

“cookie crawlers.”

We spent an entire two-hour meeting learning about
the history of Halloween, expanding our understanding
of the history and purpose of Halloween to include
Scottish, Samhain, Celtic, and El Salvadoran
perspectives. Then we fastened written jokes and facts
to about 60 Tootsie Pops, which we then wrapped with
paper towels and turned into “ghosts” for a kid-friendly
“ghost hunt” activity. This went over well last year.

We also added a decompression space named “The
Void,” which was a dedicated quiet/cozy/dim-lit room,
offering folks a chance to escape from the various
Halloween stimuli if they became overwhelmed.

We were, once again, reminded how diverse our group
is in terms of beliefs, spirituality, faith, and/or lived
rituals of healing and grounding. Our last few meetings
were dedicated to fine-tuning our plans, making sure
we had everything we needed, determining if everyone
knew when to arrive and what their roles would be,
and walking through the games we would be playing by
playing them ourselves.

We're already brainstorming ways to expand next year’s
Halloween Party to include youth involvement and
perhaps even an overnight/all-day preparation
component so we can open our circle of welcoming to
include unique activities and perspectives. The Young
Adult group is very open to taking feedback and
learning from previous experiences. They hope

everyone had a good time at the Halloween party and
enjoyed creating community with the young adults at
First UU.
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“Give for Joy” Annual Pledge Drlve 2025

by Rev. Justine Sullivan, Developmental Lead Minister
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This time last year, the Padres were still
playing well into the postseason. Alas, not
this year. At First UU, it’s also annual
pledge drive season. Many people dread
this time of year—ministers and
congregants alike—because we've learned
to avoid talking about money. It makes us
nervous and somehow seems corrupt
compared to the spiritual nature of
“church.” But, beloveds, we are earthly
beings, and it’s from the work of our hands
and minds that we are able to do the work
of church, and it takes money, too.

Every week, many of you approach me in
the receiving line to tell me how grateful
you are to have found this community of
faith. Some of you have been here a long
time, some are newcomers, and some are
returning after a time away. To all of you, |
say, “Welcome, and thank you.” It takes all
of us to keep bending the moral arc toward
justice, toward the creation of the beloved
community here on earth.

As I've mentioned before, I think of
rooting for a new “home team” in much
the same way that I think about making a
financial pledge at the congregations I
serve as minister. It’s a tangible way for me
to say, “I'm all in, joining my fortune with
yours and rooting for your success, for our
success!”

So I can say in full voice: “Hooray, Padres!
And Hooray, First UU!” Dale and I have
made our annual pledge, as have the
members of your board of trustees and
many others who've renewed their pledge
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for the coming year.

So, rather than dreading this time of year,
please join me in making your annual
pledge to First UU San Diego, starting in
January 2025. If everyone makes a gift that
makes our hearts glad, we'll have all the
money we need to pay our wonderful staff,
care for our buildings and grounds, and
continue to be a spiritual home for all who
would find us.

Now more than ever, we need you!

Here’s a link to our “Give for Joy~
Annual Pledge 2025 pledge form or find
it online under "Giving."

#firstUUthepledge
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Staff ONLINE email & Web Addresses

Rev. Justine Sullivan, Lead Minister

Rev. Kristen Kuriga, Assistant Minister

Rev. Lone Broussard, Affiliate Minister

Rev. Everett Howe, Rev. Frank Piccone-Willey,

Rev. Julie Forest and Rev. Katy Swanson, Affiliate Community Ministers
Robie Evans, Director of Operations

Tony Bianca, Director of Lifespan Faith Formation

Valeria Aguilar, Membership and Social Justice Coordinator
Lara Anderson, Youth and Young Adult Coordinator

Kate Collier, Program Assistant

Liora Naor, Office Administrator

Corina Macias, Outreach & Pantry Coordinator

Pam Bates, Scheduler

Andrea Spiero, JUUL Tones Ensemble Director

Tomads Acosta, Collaborative Pianist

Lexi Pulido, South Bay Music Coordinator

Ray Evans, Maintenance

Mark Epler, Event Coordinator

Board of Trustees FY 24-25

Valerie Jaques, President

Karen Lamphere, Vice President

Armin Kuhiman, Treasurer

Rose Van Oss, Secretary

Leland Beck, Jim Davis, Steve Howard, Rhiannon Smith and Les Vivian
—Trustees

First Words Editor & Submissions, Nancy Fisk:
nfiskl@juno.com

To be added to the E-mail List:
firstwords@firstuusandiego.org

Scheduling of Church Property Requests:
schedule@firstuusandiego.org

The Window submissions (Church bulletin):
window@firstuusandiego.org

Care Network: carenetwork@firstuusandiego.org
First Church Web Sites:

Main Website: http://www.firstuusandiego.org
South Bay Campus:
https://www.firstuusandiego.org/south-bay-campus.html

To view sermon video casts, click on this YouTube button:

@

Giving: https://www firstuusandiego.org/giving.html.

Click on these Amazon Affiliate or iGive buttons for your
online shopping and First Church

receives a portion of the sales.

Secure and private.

e
iGive *

First . )
= Unitarian Universalist
-\ Church of San Diego

4190 Front Street (GPS use 298 W Arbor Drive)
San Diego, CA 92103-2098

Phone: 619-298-9978
E-mail: mail@firstuusandiego.org

POSTMASTER;
Send address changes to:
First Words, 4190 Front Street,

San Diego, CA 92103
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