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D4S 2025-2026:
Part 1

By Robie Evans, Dining for Dollar$ Team

Many wonderful Dining for Dollar$ (D4$) events are
being hosted this summer and falll Special note:
We're still accepting event submission forms through
April 6, 2025.

Bidding starts at 9 am on April 13 and will run 24/7
until midnight, April 27.
have trained volunteers to help you

Bidding is all done online
and we'll
register and bid in Bard Hall after each worship
service on Sundays April 13, 20, and 27.

Over the past years, we've raised as much as
$55,000 towards First UU's
operating budget. But, that’'s not the best part. The

annual general

social and community-building aspects of the events
hosted by First UU Members
outweigh the fact it's much more than a major

and Friends far

fundraising auction. It gives us a chance to:

e work with others to dream up, organize, and co-
host events;

e meet new people;
e deepen existing relationships while attending
events with friends;

e do things we've never done before; and

e find ways to ensure everyone can is able to
participate on some level, regardless of family or

financial issues.

You won't want to miss bidding on a fun time with
the great people in our congregation.

How does it all work? If you're a past bidder, you
should already be registered in the online bidding
system. If you're a new D4$ bidder, you'll need to
register. Here are the instructions for both:

e If you've participated in the past, you should
receive an email invitation soon (check your
spam or junk email and move it to your inbox).

o Click on the “Click here to confirm your
email and complete your online registration”
o You'll be asked to create a password.

e If you didn’t receive an email invitation, check
with the D4$ table in Bard Hall after Sunday
service and make sure we have the correct
email address on your account.

e You can also register online through the link on
our website under the Giving tab, click on
Dining for Dollar$ or stop by the D4$ table
assistance.

e If none of these options work, please send an
email to Dave Hunt uusancalegmail.com or

Robie Evans at robieefirstuusandiego.org.

e I'm registered, now what?

o Once you're registered, you can preview the
Catalog online to get ideas of what you
want to bid on!

e If you need assistance with your bidding, you
can preview the catalog online and complete
proxy bidding sheets which will be available at

You'll

be notified via email, if you're outbid, or if you

the D4$ patio table after each service

win one or more items. For best chances of
winning your items, use the ‘Buy It Now’ feature.

e Once bidding is completed you can pay for your
items online or arrange manual payments with
Robie Evans.

Note:
multi-tiered pricing, family discounts will be applied

Because our online system doesn’t allow
Y

on the back end. Those who bid on Family Prices
events, please do not pay invoices online until you
get an adjusted invoice.

Bid early and bid often. Just be sure you and your
family don’t miss out on the fun!
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Changes Abound

By Rev. Kristen Kuriga
Assistant Minister

| recently came across
these words from my
colleague, the Rev.
Michelle Collins:
“Changes abound . . .
around us, within us,
between wus; in our
communities, our
neighborhoods, and our
beloved faith
Communities. Changes
abound. May we each

find the balance point we need as we move
through our ever-changing world: the balance
between the old and the new, between the
known and the unknown, between the familiar
and the perhaps bold and risky possibilities that
may be there, waiting.”

Changes abound indeed. As a congregation,
we're moving through a lot together: exploring
the future possibilities for the Hillerest campus,
telling our stories as we discern the timing for
and preparing the South Bay
Campus to move into a new church home. All of

our search,

this as we continue to live our values as UUs—
caring for one another and taking action in a
time of great injustice and uncertainty.

In this time of change, | want to share with you
about our move to St. John's Episcopal Church
in July. The South Bay Campus has been in its
current home for the past 14 years: a storefront
in Chula Vista next to a busy beauty school. In
few months, both the worshiping
community and the pantry will move about two

just a

miles to a new space and a shared ministry on
the west side of Chula Vista. The lease is
signed, and teams of lay leaders are hard at
work handling the logistics: making site visits,
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mapping out how worship will be set up,
determining where refrigerators and freezers
will go, applying for a conditional use permit,
considering what we'll take with us, and
planning how we'll honor and say goodbye to
our current location. There's both a sense of
possibility and excitement, as well as some
trepidation about how much there is to do and
how different it will be.

What keeps me grounded in the midst of all the
details remembering the
deeper purpose: this move will allow us to live
create

and meetings is
more fully into our mission to
community, nurture spiritual growth, and act on
our values to help heal the world. We're
leaning into partnership and shared ministry in
a time when it's so needed. We're deepening
our commitment to nourish both souls and
bodies in our the border.
Onward into these bold and risky possibilities.

community on

Blessings,
R i

April Worship Schedule

Hillcrest Worship:
Sundays | 10 am | Meeting House
Hillcrest Patio & Livestream Worship

South Bay Worship:
Sundays | 10 am | Suite 104

April’s Worship Theme

“The Practice of Joy”

Throughout the month of April, we'll explore the
spiritual theme of joy. What brings you joy?
Where can we find joy in times of turmoil,
uncertainty, and violence? Can claiming joy be a
form of resistance? These words by author and
scientist Robin Wall Kimmerer may help guide us
as we sit with these questions: “Even a wounded
world is feeding us. Even a wounded world holds
us, giving us moments of wonder and joy. |
choose joy over despair. Not because | have my
head in the sand, but because joy is what the
earth gives me daily, and | must return the gift.”
Join us this month as we learn and grow
together in the practice of joy.
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As | think about
the  upcoming
Easter holiday,
I'm reminded of
past Easters
when | felt
energized by
the  powerful
themes of
renewal,
resilience, and
hope.

It was always a time to reflect on the
transformative power of love—a love so
strong that it persevered in the face of the
world’s horrors and even transformed death

itself.

While my theology has evolved, the story of
Easter still serves as a compelling metaphor
for a certain kind of power that conquers by
transforming what opposes it. And with so
much in the world today that seems to

oppose what we value, this message

resonates more than ever.

"Through collective action and
unwavering love, we can create a world

where all people experience the

fullness of life."

As a congregation, we're entering a season
of transformation, evaluating our readiness
for change and making important decisions
about what kind of community we want to
become. Many people look back to a
"golden age" of First UU, particularly the 80s
and 90s, when the congregation thrived, in
part because of its response to the HIV crisis

and the LGBTQ liberation movement.
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Finding Hope and
New Life This Easter

By Tony Bianca
Director of Lifespan Faith Development

Our current season presents a similar
struggle and opportunity to respond.
This season of renewal, we hold in our

hearts the struggles and triumphs of our

transgender  siblings. As  they face

discrimination and marginalization, we

reaffirm our commitment to transgender
rights and dignity. Just as spring blooms
after winter’'s dormancy, we believe in the
flourishing of each individual's authentic

self.

We also stand in solidarity with migrants and
refugees seeking safety and opportunity.
Their
inspires us

resilience in the face of hardship

to work for a world where
borders do not divide our compassion and
where all people are welcomed with dignity
and respect.

reminds us  that

Easter’'s  message

transformation is not only possible, but
necessary. Through collective action and
unwavering love, we can create a world
where all people experience the fullness of
life. Let us be a beacon of hope, offering
support and advocacy to those in need, and
deepening our commitment to justice and
liberation. Together, let us celebrate the
promise of new beginnings and the enduring
power of love.
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All Church Camp:

Breathe In Peace,
Breathe Out Love

By Tony Bianca
Director of Lifespan Faith Development

Breathe in trees

breathe out calm
Feel at ease

in and out
Free to be

feel the love
Breathing as

we are one

— Poem by Ardath Schaibly

Are you ready to step away from the busyness
of daily life and reconnect with the beauty of
nature, community, and your own spirit? Join
us for this year’s All Church Camp, where our
theme is "Breathe In Peace, Breathe Out
Love," from Friday, May 30 to Sunday, June 1,
2025.

If you've attended Camp before, you already
know what it's all about, and we hope you'll
return this year. If you haven't, All Church
Camp is a cherished tradition at First UU that
brings together people of all ages for a
weekend of relaxation, community building,
fun, and renewal. This multigenerational
gathering offers a wonderful opportunity to
build connections, celebrate shared values,

and create lasting memories.
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Throughout the weekend, we'll explore ways

to cultivate peace within ourselves and

radiate love into the world. Nurture your
hikes,

nature walks, workshops, singing, art-making,

spirit through guided meditations,
or unwinding in the beautiful surroundings.
Of course, we'll also come together for

delicious meals and shared laughter.

No matter your age or stage of life, there's a
place for you at All Church Camp. We plan a
variety of activities that can be enjoyed as a
family, as well as those that children can
participate in on their own, giving adults
some well-deserved time for themselves.

As tensions build in the world around us,
many people report feeling overwhelmed,
frustrated, and anxious. In these times, it's
more important than ever to deepen our
connections and renew our spirits. Come
breathe in the peace of our community and

breathe out the love that sustains us all!

For more information and to register, visit
bit.ly/all_church_camp_2025.

For additional questions, please contact Tony
at tonyefirstuusandiego.org.

April 2025
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2025 PSWSA Assembly

Unitarian Universalism: Now More Than Ever

The 2025 Pacific Southwest Service Area Assembly
will take place at First UU, from Friday, April 25 to
Sunday, April 27, focusing on the theme “Unitarian
Universalism: Now More Than Ever.” The Assembly
will explore how we can better cultivate a culture
of love and put our beliefs into action.

This will also be the annual meeting for supporters
of Camp de Benneville Pines, our UU camp in the
San Bernardino Mountains, which is owned by the
50 congregations that were part of the Pacific
Southwest District (PSWD) of the UUA before it
became part of the Western Region of the UUA.

Friday afternoon will include check-in and the
opportunity to go on one of two walking tours led
by First UU members. One tour will head to Balboa
Park to enjoy the gardens, while the other will
explore Hillcrest, highlighting three unique bridges.

You can sign up for a tour when you register.

Meals for the weekend are included with
Click here to register: PSWSA
Assembly Registration. If you would like to be a
delegate at the business meeting on Saturday,

registration.

please indicate that when you register. The business
meeting for Camp de Benneville Pines will take
place Saturday morning, following the keynote
address.

There will be two powerful keynote speakers during
the Assembly: Peter Bolland and Rev. Meg Riley. On

Friday evening, Peter Bolland will speak on
“Liberalism and Faith: Rekindling the Flame of
Religious Freedom.” Peter is a Professor of

Philosophy and Humanities at Southwestern College
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By Nancy Fisk
First Words Editor

and is known for teaching concepts that align with
UU values.

Saturday morning’s keynote speaker is Rev. Meg
Riley, co-moderator of the Unitarian Universalist
Association, who will present “UU Faith Moving
Forward.” Rev. Meg has served as a religious

professional for 38 years and retired in 2020.

Youth FUUN for Kindergarten-5th graders and 6-
12th graders will also be offered. Bring your school-
aged youth to the Assembly for camp-themed
activities led by trained UU camp leaders. Please
note that no childcare will be available for infants
or non-potty-trained children, and a parent or
guardian must be on-site. This is not an overnight
program for children or youth.

Saturday afternoon will feature a variety of
workshops. In the evening, enjoy music, good food,
and fellowship. The Social Hour before dinner will
feature music from The Ardor Trio, followed by a
sit-down dinner and Honors Program. The evening
will conclude with a musical performance by Karen
Hart,

longtime camp supporter.

award-winning  singer/songwriter  and

Sunday worship will include choir members from all
attending congregations singing an anthem
together, “We Are One” by Brian Tate. The Assembly
will close with «

closing ceremony following

worship.

All major programming will be available virtually,
but we hope most people will attend in person.
There is a two-tier registration fee structure this
year. The cost to attend, whether in person or
virtually, is the same: Tier 1 at $100 covers the basic
cost of attendance, and Tier 2 at $125 helps
support others who need financial assistance to
attend. If you need financial assistance, please
contact robieefirstuusandiego.org.

First Words 5


https://www.congregationbuilder.com/signup.aspx?uc=uucamp&ID=3137
https://www.congregationbuilder.com/signup.aspx?uc=uucamp&ID=3137
mailto:Robie@firstuusandiego.org

Celebrating 20 Years
with Our Partner Church
in the Philippines

By Roger Lundbohm and Rick Zemlin
Partner Church Team

Rick Zemlin and |, both members of First UU,
traveled to our Philippine partner church this past
January. The purpose of our visit was to continue
nurturing the wonderful,

warm, twenty-year

relationship  between our two UU faith
communities. It's important to bring a personal
connection to that partnership from time to time.
While Rick had visited the Philippines multiple

times over many years, this was my first visit.

During the trip, we not only visited our partner
church in the village of Malingin, but also two
other  rural UU
denominational headquarters of the UU Church of
the Philippines (UUCP). These are located on the
Island of Negros in the south-central part of the

congregations and  the

Philippines. In addition, we visited a small urban
UU congregation in the mega-city of Manila. The
UUCP, founded as a Universalist denomination in
1955, now consists of around 30 congregations.

Some of the youth, whose education we help support, in costume
for the folk dances they presented to us and the rest of the village.

The highlight of the tour occurred on Sunday,

January 26, which is Partner Church Sunday. The
Malingin congregation welcomed us with hugs, a
worship  service, food, and a community
celebration organized by the youth and women of

the community.
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First UU also celebrated on that same Sunday,
with a service led by Liz Jones and Dan Ratelle.
The Malingin led by Noe
Castaneda, a volunteer minister who serves in

congregation is

this role in addition to his daily work as a rice
farmer.

During a break in the festivities, Noe led us on «a
walk through the village. Congregation members
graciously invited us into their homes, despite the
basic nature of their dwellings, some of which
were merely patched together.

Some of the 45 children we are helping send to school, along with
Irene, the partnership administrator. This photo was taken inside

their UU church building, which is open-air (no walls).

What we witnessed that day with our partner
congregation was their resilience. They have
recently endured droughts, powerful typhoons
that damaged their homes and fields, and a
December that

volcanic eruption this past

covered the village in ash. Despite these
hardships, the people we met were cheerful and

grateful.

First UU collects funds to support our partner
church through Sunday generosity offerings and
member donations. These funds help provide
scholarships for the youth of Malingin to attend
school. While education is free, the children still
need uniforms, supplies, and transportation to
attend. Education is deeply valued in Filipino
culture as a pathway to a better life for the
whole family.

We were moved by the generosity of spirit of the
congregation members, who live a very modest
existence compared to ours. They abundantly
thank First UU for helping their children go to
school, and beyond that, they clearly revel in the
camaraderie between our two congregations and
our shared UU faith.
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2025 SPRING/ SUMMER

COMMUNITY CONCERT SERIES L/

04.03.25 SATURDAY | 7:30 PM

Peggy Watson and David Beldock
Acoustic folk, blues and jazz

FRONT STREET PRODUCTIONS
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05.31.25 SATURDAY | 7:30 PM

Allison Adams Tucker's Women In Jazz

Jazz Quartet

06.07.25 SATURDAY | 7 PM

Chimara Ensemble
Classical favorites and Latin American music

06.20.25 SATURDAY | 7 PM

Colores del Alma:

A Celebration of Latin American Music
Directed by Tomdas Acosta

Funded by the Outreach and Growth Fund of

First Unitarian Universalist Church of San Diego
298 W Arbor Street
San Diego, CA 92103

Free parking
Handicap accessible

Art gallery in Bard Hall open
before and after events

REGISTER FOR ALL EVENTS
ON EVENTBRITE

FREE
ADMISSION

MORE INFORMATION AT FrontStreetProductions.org

(619) 298-9978

April 2025
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