Life Span Religious Growth and Learning Ministry Team

Report to the Ministry Team Council

January 2011
Adult Religious Education: For the Fall term (Oct, Nov, Dec):

•        Classes offered: 32 fall term, 57 fiscal year to date
•        Registration: 282 fall term, 581 fiscal year to date

•        Attendance: 281 fall term, 583 fiscal year to date

•        Average class attendance: 10 fall term, 14 fiscal year to date

•        Donations received: $1,864.30 fall term, $3,511.46 received fiscal year to date

•        AREMT Budget $2,500 budget: $96.29 has been spent, year to date

•        Average donation: $6.63 fall term, $6.02 fiscal year to date

•        Future: 26 classes scheduled for Winter / Spring Term.

 We continue development a draft "Adult Religious Education Recognition" program. – Chris Christenson, Adult Programs coordinator
Archives: No report. In storage. 
Children’s Religious Education: The children’s Program is continuing to run fairly smoothly. The Children’s RE Ministry Team will be doing a mid-year survey of it’s leaders to find out how things are going. It is also time to begin planning the curriculum for the coming year. Proposals will come to the February meeting for discussion.
Family Ministry: Family Ministry continues to offer childcare on Wednesday nights. Your groups are encouraged to schedule meetings at this time to take advantage of the availability of this service.  –Liz Jones, Director of Religious Education
Good Relations Committee: The Good Relations Committee is charged with making sure that we adhere to that Covenant in our congregation; in September of 2010 we led discussions after the services at both the Hillcrest and South Bay campuses to ask members of the congregation for their ideas.  We asked this question:  How can we, individually and collectively, ensure that we are being true to our Covenant of Good Relations in our interactions with one another?  We received some excellent suggestions, many of which had to do with making everyone more aware of the Covenant.  Listed below are a few of the suggestions, along with what we have been doing to implement them.

1.  People need to see/hear the statement over and over again to keep it in mind. Before meetings would be a good time.
The committee has asked the ministerial teams to think about how various meetings might incorporate either the entire Covenant or parts of it at the start of the gathering.

2.  Frame and put the Covenant in each meeting room as a reminder.
Done.  We have been told, however, that these are not very eye-catching, so we are looking at ways of making them more visible.

3.  Have an Adult Education course on Conflict Resolution.
Barbara Filner from the National Conflict Resolution Center led a workshop for our Adult Education program on Dec. 9, 2010.

4.  Have something like the General Assembly’s Green Shirt Squad, so Good Relations Committee members are identifiable.
The Good Relations Committee members now have green ribbons on their nametags identifying them as members of the committee.
5.  We need a procedure for complaining or bringing up problems.  If there were a prescribed way, step-by-step, then people would follow that procedure.  Put the procedure on our web site so people can find it easily.
The committee has written a document, “Conflict Resolution Guidelines,” that is now on the Church website and has also been published in First Words.
6.  Put together a brochure about the Covenant and have it in the hymnal racks.
We now have a brochure that includes the Covenant and the Conflict Resolution Guidelines that will be available in the hymnal racks and other places on the church campus.   –Sue McLeod

Leadership Development: Still working on developing a new vision for Leadership Development at First Church.  At this time send any thought or suggestions to Patty Hinojosa. –Liz Jones, Director of Religious Education
Library: There continues to be a small portion of the Church Library available in room 113 for use and check-out. –Liz Jones, Director of Religious Education
Unitarian Cooperative Preschool: -   No report
Youth Programming: – The 2010 – 11 youth programs are in full swing for the year. The 9:30 am “Revenge of the Children of the Popcorn” group for youth in grades 7-12 is enjoying a slight increase in attendance. Depending on the movie, we have had a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 11 youth in attendance. Bart Baenisch has returned to the teaching rotation as of January 3rd, 2011. All three youth groups continue to attend the worship service of their choice each month and all of the regular program activities are going well. Another youth advisor is needed to round out the 11:30 am Junior High team. In December I submitted a “Team” application for 3 youth and two adults to the UUA Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry to attend an Interfaith Training workshop to be held in Atlanta on February 18th – 21st. I am pleased to announce that our team has been selected to participate! The team consists of youth members Will Krueger, Emily Lamphere and Alex Mack and adult advisors Janet Dray and me. The team will participate in an extensive workshop about creating and organizing interfaith events. The plan is to design and hold an event in our community when we return.  Alice King (Young Adult and Campus Ministry Coordinator) and I have finalized the dates for the bridging program that we created last year. This year, youth and their parents from the other congregations in the cluster have been invited to participate. An Information and Orientation session was held on Sunday January 9th at 1:00 am we were pleased to welcome 3 parents and youth from outside our congregation. The two day off-site retreat is schedule for the first weekend in March (March 4 – 6) with a “blast off dinner the evening of the 4th before we hit the road to the Sacred Rocks reserve in Boulevard, California, approximately one hour from First UU. Plans are still underway for a “just-for-fun” road trip this spring with the youth.  -- Respectfully Submitted, Käthe J. Larick, Youth Programs Coordinator

 

 

